California
Fair Political
Practices Commission

October 17, 1986

Susan L. Lieberz
3758 Griffith View Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90039

Re: Your Request for Advice
Our File No. A-86-279

Dear Ms. Lieberz:

The Fair Political Practices Commission has received your
letter dated September 17, 1986, and several subsequent letters
seeking advice and assistance regarding certain public officials.

QUESTIONS

1. May a county supervisor express particular concern for
the members of one religious group?

2. May a mayor endorse the religious practices of one
group, while failing to answer a communication from a member of

another religious group?

3. May the Commission inform you of the religious
affiliation of the judge who will be presiding over an action
involving the Church of Scientology?

CONCLUSION

The Fair Political Practices Commission cannot respond to
the questions raised in your letters as the issues raised are
not covered by the Political Reform Act.

ANALYSIS

The Political Reform Act of 19741/ is an initiative enacted
by the People of the State of California. The basic purposes of
the Act are to ensure (1) that receipts and expenditures in

1/ Government Code Sections 81000-91015. All statutory
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise noted.
Commission regulations appear at 2 California Administrative
Code Section 18000, et seq. All references to regulations are
to Title 2, Division 6 of the California Administrative Code.
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elections are fully disclosed so voters are aware of who has
contributed to candidates they may be voting for; (2) that
lobbyist activities are regulated so that public officials are
not improperly influenced; and (3) that assets and income of
public officials are disclosed and, in appropriate circumstances,
officials are disqualified from participating in decisions
affecting their financial interests. (Government Code Section
81002.)

The Political Reform Act does not regulate the endorsement
practices of public officials, nor require disclosure of
religious affiliations. Therefore, the concerns in your
September 17 letter cannot be resolved by the Fair Political
Practices Commission. Your subsequent letters also describe
events and concerns unrelated to the Political Reform Act.

Sincerely,

T

Diane M. Griffiths
General Counsel

DMG:JET:km
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Dear Commissioner:

I would like you to know that I have written to supervisor aAntonvich on
geveral occasions. I have written to him as regards my religious rights.

I have a letter from Supervisor Antonovich which does assure me that
while the County Baord of Supervisors does take no political concern

as regards religions of the world; #r. Antonovich does hope that

proper Constitutional Law and other law (7)) will be apnlied to

any judeement made as concerns the Church of 3cientoloyy of California.
In the Sunday Dailvy lews, September 14, 1986, supervisor Antonovich

does make Zionism and United FNations sesolution a matter of his personal
oublic concern. Is that area of concern in ‘unervisor antonovich's

Log angeles County District?

Ig 1t a fair political practice to make the members of one croup, while
ir rovernment office, a speclal interest? I do not believe that it is
thus am I communicating with this Commisgion.

~incerely,

———

\\jzj\J\L,\\mﬁéﬁuxxiEs_

sue Lieters

CC: Barle C. Cooley, Attorney, Church of tcientolopy of California
wiichael 5. dntonovich, wupervisor Fifth District, LA County

feverand Ken Hoden, kresident of the Church of Zcientolory of Californi

rlack .:dnisters Ceoalition

SUSAN L. LIEBERZ
3758 GRIFFITH VIEW DRIVE
pery  LCS ANGELES, CA 90039
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REs  waYOR OF THE CITY CF LOS ANCELEs,

NICHIREN SHOSHU s0KAGARKAI (HSA) CF
AABERICA

THZ CHURCH CF sSCIENTOLCGY CF CALIACRKIA

Jear Commissioners:

I would like vyou to know that recently I was given a brochure by a
member of HSa. On this brochure there did appear a picture of ilayor
Tom Bradley (it did say, -AYCR) and his endorsement of the religious
practices of this croup.

I do not actually believe that it is consistent with political practices
within the state of California for a wayor of a city (elected of*¥icial)
to endorse the relirious practices of one group while failing to anaswer
communication from a member of another religious group. Shis would
call into mind practices of prejudice and discrimination in the mind of
a nerson who did not happen to belong to or promote lua.

I do not know what #dayor Eradley’s personal, private, or political
motives might be as regards endorsement of this group; but if he is
not ree to endorse all religious groups equally, perhaps he should
endorse none.

You may obtaln a copy of this brochure by contacting the IiSA group as
listed in the Yellow Pages under religious organizations, or you may
write to Harle C. Cocley, Attorney at Law, Church of Scientology of
California; 1if there is no copyright violation, he might be willing
to send to you a xeroxed copy of the brochure which I did send to him
sometime ago. He might be willing to also discuss with you the
political comments made by the person handing out this brochure. A4s
I found the comments of interest, perhaps #r. Coolev did also find them
of some political interest. As I do not speak for iir. Cooley, but do
only know of his very excellent work as rerards the protection of
relisious ~hts for all American relipious rroups; I can only advise
you that as he iz willing 1o accept communication from me, he might
also be willing to accept communication from the Comnmission:

Zarle C. Cooley, Attorney at Law
% The O0ffice of special Affairs
Legal Department
1404 Horth Catalina Street
Los Angeles C4 90026

sincerely,
(:j*A \\
R e NN D sy -
” ) A .. V bC SUSAN L.UIEBER?
Susan Lee (.inton) Lieber%” €1 J7se cerrrim vick ouaee
CC: Zarle C. selentolony of California

Eradley

sayor of
it of zclentology of California
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Dear Commiseioner:

It has been trourht to my attention that in possible violation of
unpre judiced and nondiscriminatory applications of First Amendment
Constitutional rights as rersards political policy of the United
States of america and the religious rirhts of Churches within the
state of California; the Church of wcientology of California has bteen
ordered into court and its religious beliefs and pvractices put on
nublic trial.

If at all posszible, I would like for you to ©ind out 2nd inform me

of the religious affilliations of Judee Swearinger. I, as a scientolowist
and a member of the Church of 3cientology of California, would like to
know the religious affilliations of the man who 1s seeking to sit in
judgement of my religion. I would like this information so that I

might personally communicate with his minister as regards first

Amendment rights in the United Ztates of America and their application

to Judge Swearinger and his religious practices.

I do feel that if the Commission is unwilling to make this information
known to me, that religious information as regards the members of my
Church should not be disclosed to Judge Swearinger as a matter of
#irst amendment Constitutional rights application.

It is a workable maxim in the United States of America that politics and
religion do not mix; thus, First Amendment rights. Az it does seem to be
Judge Swearinger's Telief that he may sit and judge that which has,

to date, gone unjudred by Cod, himself--any one man's religion; I

would in the matter of public reli,ious interest like it made a matter

of public record Jjust what Judge _wearinger’s personal relirious
aifilliations are or might bve.

Surely it cannot bte in America that religious rights are reserved for
the few and judges of the court in particular. 4&nd, surely it must

be that a judge cannot seek to judge in a courtrocm the religion of
anotnher without making it public knowledge that nothing in hls religious
background could “OSSlbllJ introduce one shred of relltlous nrejudice
into the Judrement of a case of a religlous nature.

dnhere one man 1s put on trial for a crime of any nature, his religion
would be of little or no concern; but where a Church is brougsht to
trial in a courtroom, one cannot tut know that there is no way that
relifFion could not be the concern. One man may steal an auto, /rand
theft auto; but a rellglon cannot steal an auto. In truth, no criminal
action can be done by a Church. One man, yes. A named group of men,
ves Crnie man or a group of men acting for others, yes; but a Church

£ -named men--NZ Churches, Commis lOLS, scheools, any such

with un-named men do nrt commit crimes (5ee t anol Lone
really, in America, one does st ave to try 1 and net
It ie¢ z matter of correct application of Jenstitutional iaw.

Courts being supported by both taxes and nolitical appointment are not
rion-wolitical ortities. This is & matter Tor the Fair rolitical
Iractices Commission.

ry best regards,
¢ SUSAN L.LIEBERZ
A \ ¥ 3758 GRIFFITH YIEW DRIVE

\
s A ey, LOS ANGELES, CA 90039 {over
\\Q OUN /\"_ . (over)
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Judge Swearinger

Los Angeles County Counsel

Earle C. Cooley, Attorney, Church of Scientology of California
Reverand Ken Hoden, rresident Church of scientolosy of California
Coalition of Black ilinisters



California
Fair Political
Practices Commission

September 24, 1986

Susan L. Lieberz
3758 Griffith vView Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90039

Re: 86-279

Dear Ms. Lieberz:

Your letters requesting advice under the Political Reform
Act were received on September 22, 1986 by the Fair Political
Practices Commission. If you have any questions about your
advice request, you may contact me directly at (916) 322-5901.

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore,
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions,

or more information is needed, you should expect a response
within 21 working days.

Very truly yours, 4
1/'

ﬁ?/hﬁ%r xU.f“///

Jdanette E. Turvill’
Legal Assistant
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